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S': Paul in this: Epiſtle having } Kal them 


to | whom ' it was: lent; .the Great ,Excel- 


= paſſes 
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Epheſ.2.1. paſſes and Sins, They were now become 


enm_ 


—— 


Children of Light, by being the Children 
of God, their Minds - were -enlighten'd, and 
themſelves gquickened, and raiſed as it were 
from the dead to ſit together in heavenly places 


in Chriſt Feſns.” 


Having thus lid down tit mighty Things 
which ad been done for = thy, Apodftle 
does very ealtty and”very regularly too, paſs 
on to inform them, what They alſo were to 
do; and what returns They were to make to 
God for ſuch his abundant; Mercy to them. 
Upon this he gives them a great many Dire- 
&@zons and Rules for the Management of them- 
ſelves ſo as to pleaſe God in every Condition 
and ſtate of Lite whatſoever, whether of Mar- 
ried 'or Free,” whether of | Publiok \or | Privaty, 
of Son '6r of Seryant ;- but above all he takes 
heed to mind them of their Care of That, in 
which all theſe things were. to be done, all 
the! Duties he mentioned were to be perform- 
ed; and that is, the/ Good Improvement 'of 
their Time, that they would loſe none of that, 
fince they had ſuch occaſion for it all, and 
yet were in ſuch apparent Danger of loſin 
roo-much- of it, through the Wiekedneſ$ of the 
Work "they -muft Converſe with ; Redeeming 
the 'T ime, becauſe the days ape evil, 


Which 


Of the. Inpravemeng' of Tims, 


Which Words atiord us hs "Ef ox gur 
Conſideration, 


1, What great ReafSin we al, al to im- 
prove and to make a good ule of Qur Time. 


ay; How oy Fra os Dili have be 
Redeem it, and. to dayble. our Diligence W 
| ws have loſt; any B69, ſharg ot Jt, bt Ma 


3b. To i inquire 'what "can be "tlie tiedaas 


of our Care in a Matter of ſo much moment. 


aly: To give Tome Rules herein, an to £X- 
hort to the PraCtice of them. , ? 


it. What great Reaſon we all haye. to. im- 
prove, and to make a good Ule of our Time. 


One would think it the moſt ealze thi ing 4 mn 
the World to convince Mankind of the Truth 


hereof ; hut W not W 1t,,comgs to 
leet RL Oo : Lge cltlnge ar Ab Af 
{ent upon the very 5 HgRf 0 is 7, hat every 
Man ought to make the beſt * of T ime, ſhould 
o- ſo little regarded by the far greateſt part 
;l the World; v0 otlung . WER Us Wa 
range than this, that whale: al 
the Wiſe and the” Fooliſh are agreed int vos 
B 2 valu- 


valuing fo much thofe things whict; ®«v love 
and take delight in, They ſhone & Tifo 
in. having little or "ng _regard 11 Lit , by 
which. only they can obtain any of thoſe things 
they” ſo- much prize and long” after, © 


However, every Man muſt acknowledpe the 
very great” Reaſon there is for us all to, im- 
prove and to make a good Uſe of Time; wheti- 
ever he.is ſerious, or would but conſider theſe 
things with me, | 


iſt. How great. a Wark every Chriſtian has 
upon his Hands to perform. - <p 


_2y- How many Impediments He will meet 
with 1m his diſcharge of it; | 


_. 3ly- How ſhort the. time, of. our Sojourning 
here .in this World muſt be. And 


4b How much ſhotter the Miſpending of our 
Time does 'generally-make it 


"rt. How Great'a 'Work' every Cliriſtian has 
'vpoh bis Hands to" performs. © 
oy y Sd 1 et 2 | Tndeed 
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Indeed if One were to judge of the Buſineſs 
of too many Chriftians by their Behaviour, 
one. would be: able to make but a very 'indiffe- 
.rent. Judgment concerning; it. To behold the 
Courle of the World, would tempt a Man 
to believe that neither Reaſon nor [Religion 
were regarded by the far greateſt part in it: 
to ſee ſome as.unattive and idle, as if they 
had no more to do than the Flower in the 
Garden, or the, Graſs upon the Ground, had 
nothing to do but to receive. Nouriſhment, 
and grow ; To ſee others Sotting away their 
Time, haunting the Publick Houſes conti- 
nually, and diſtinguiſhing their whole 'Time 
into.- but three parts., the | firſt . of - which 
they ſpend in Sleeping, the ſecond 'in Eat- 
ing, the third and greateſt in Drinking; to 
ſee _ them minding nothing but what 1s ex- 
travagant and unmanly, loving no Plea- 
ſures but what are unlawful, giving their 
Strength to ſtrange. Women, their Ears, their 
Eyes, and-all their Senſes up to thoſe Charms, 
which are often Bitterneſs in the Taſte it ſelf, 
but moſt certainly. Shame and Deſtruttion 
at the laſt : To. ſee ſome from whom one 
might expect a better Senſe of Religion, reſt- 
leſs, and turning every Stone,. trying every 
way to be Rich, and minding nothing- elſe 
but to leave a great Eſtate, and reſolved to do 

it, 
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it, though at the Expence of Religion and 
Conſcience, of: Honour and of Juſtice, though 
they muſt diſregard the 'Tears' as well*as the 
Rights of Widows and Orphans, ' and tram- 
ple upon the Helpleſs and AﬀMitted to come 
at thoſe Eftates they have already ſwallow- 
ed in their Defire : To ſee others Sacrifi- 
cing all they have in this World to' Ambiti- 
On, : Proſtituting / their Virtue and! Honour, 
Flattering and wuſing / the worſt of Men, if 
they will but--give a dit towards that Height 
they are :gazing at, and preferring Greatneſs, 
though it prove never 410. ſhort-liv'd, 40 all 
the Virtue, and Honour, and. >Conſcience in 
the World. To ſee thele and a great” many 
other, 'as ridiculous Scenes of Humane AR1- 
ons and Behaviour here, too tedious ta be 
mentioned -or minded, muſt . make one © to 
conclude, either that Mankind are but a fort 
of Animals devaid -of Reafon, that excel the 
Serpent and the Ape only \in a little -Cun- 
ning, as they excel the reſt of their ' Fellow- 
Creatures, or that there is no--God in Hea- 
ven, and they may do whatever is right -in 
their own Eyes, as 'the Iſraelites did when 
they had no King, on Earth, or that they 
are for {uch their Behaviour 4nexcuſable: Mad- 


men. 


And 
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And Mad-men they are, fince bow. buſic 
foever they are about all theſe things, this 
was not their Bulineſs into this World ; 
and how much foever = may have pleas'd 
themſelves in their ſeveral Actions, yet God 
can neyer be pleaſed with them, ſince it 
was for another, a more noble Purpdſe, 
that He Created Man upon the Face of 
this Earth':: He planted us here, as in a 
place of Tryal, He appointed us a Work, 
which 15 no. leſs than to purchaſe a blet- 
{ed Immortality for our Bodies as well as our 
Souls in his Kingdom of Heaven, by our 
leading Lives of Piety and Virtue here. 
This s our chief Buſineſs into this World, 
and the Care of it ought to be conſtant- 
ly in our Eye, not only for the Worth, 
but. alſo for the Difficulty of it: It is a 
difficule Work indeed, but were it Ten 
Thouſand times more difficult than it s, 
there s @a Reward that would deſerve it 
all : But God has been infinitely gracious 
to us in this Reſpeq, has been far from 
making the Difficulty equal to the Greatneſs 
of this bleſſed Reward. 


cM 
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This however ought” always to afte& us, 
that it-,is 'a great and' large Work , and 
this every one - does know_ that has made 
never {ſo- little Progreſs in it. How much KR 
Study . and Diligence is neceſlary to obtain, ow P 7 
and. to. preſerve a. juſt Knowledge of ' Godt 
and-his. Attributes, and | of that + wonderful 
Diſpenſation :towards the Sons of Men” by 
his own ever bleſſed Son? 'To preſerve our 
Faith / pure - and - undefiPd®* from 'the Arts of 
Hereticks, and others'' that. are ſtill layin 
wait: to »deceive with ' their enticing Words: 

To: have. our Judgments rightly - informed, 
and- firmly ſettled as to Matters of Faith 
and Knowledge, and the whole Nature of 
our: Chriſtian (Duty ?'- How - difficult a Task 
does it prove - to'. incline the Will,” and 
ſubdue lit :to the Obedience of 'Reaſon' and 
Religion, 'to keep it . even -and conſtant to 
the Choice of real ' Good, and our Chri- 
ftian Duty ? What -a ſevere and laſting Con- 
fic muſt we : have 'with thoſe. Corrupt Aﬀe- 
ctions, | thoſe - unruly . Deſires , ©/and'' inordi- 
nate}' Paſſions that are ' always hanging a- 
bout us, and ready - to betray us upon 
every Occaſion, upon the leaſt Tempta- 
tion that preſents it ſelf ? Theſe muſt all 
(in order to that Life which God requires 

of 


\ 
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of us) be mortified,. and reſtrain'd, and if 
we can, perfedtly ſubdued. 


We have not only a great many Virtues 
to learn and practiſe, but a great many 
Vices to unlearn, which we muſt thank our 
own Folly. for. We have not only Vices 
that muſt be parted with, but too many 
among us great habits ; of them, and what 
Time, and. Pains, and Diligence ' are ' neceſſa- 
ry to the curing our Selves of any one ha- 
bit of Wickedneſs ! It was with ſome Care 
and. Regret that we did bring our ſelves to 
venture on ſuch or ſuch a Waſting Sin, it 
was with more Pains and Diligence - that 
we brought our ſelves to commit it with 
Greedineſs, and a particular Pleaſure in' it : 
and can all this be undone and changed in 
a Moment, and when we have a mind ?. It 
muſt be with far more:Pains, and | Care, and 
Diligence, | that we can tear it from our 
Breaſt, abandon, - and quite forſake - it, / and 
not . only forſake it, but frame our Mind, 
our Will, and our Temper, to that Virtue 
which. .is, ſo, contrary. to it. -One brisk Onſet 
cannot do our Buſineſs herein; we- may » with 
Courage and Reſolution ſet upon theſe 
ed Enemies, and over-come them ; 
but how long muſt it be before we can rec- 

kon 
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kon. our ſelves truly Conquerors over our fleſh- 
ly Luſts ? 


What a large Field then is that of the 
Knowledge, which is neceſſary as we are Chri- 
ftitans, how many are the Snares and the Sins 
that we muſt ( upon our greateſt Peril Y a- 
void and preſerve our {elves unſpotted from ? 
Have we then all of us fo great, and ſo very 
large a'Work as this is to perform ? What 
Time can be enough for it ? Bleſſed God ! 
What Knowledge and Skill, and Diligence and 
Apptication;'/is neceſſary ' for the knowing and 
pertorming this our Duty, what Time can be 
too much for ſuch Buſineſs? And yet Mankind 
muſt certainly think its far from requiting all 
our Time, fince they commonly do ff {0 
much of it on quite other Matters. It was 
that . Great Father of the Phyficians Advice 
or: Complaint, That Life was ſhort, butt ' Art 
love, that Men' had a great deal to 1carn, bur 
too: little time to acquire it in; how muck 
more 'Reafon has the Chriſtian to cry out, thar 
his Work is great, but his Life too ſhort for 
ir? and yet how many of us do fquander away 
even that which we have. | 


There 


C7” ETC tt 
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There is too much of our precious Time 
forc'd away from us by the: Neceffities of our 
Nature, or ; our Relation and Care of others, 
how can we then find in our Heazt to throw 
the reſt away after it ? Is not the Race 
mark'd out for us, is not our 'Task allotted, 
and the time it muſt be done in, while it is 
Light? Let us then but inquire at home, and 
ſee how we have manag'd our Selves or our 
Time; if our Life be fo ſhort, and our Work 
ſo great, have we employ'd it all therein ? ts 
{0d much knowledge of God and his Laws tie- 
ceſlary to. our ever being Happy, and lave 
we made 1t our conſtant Care to ſtudy 'God's 
Word, to conſult thoſe Lips that fhould pre- 
ſerve Knowledge, and uſed all the Helps that 
might direct us in this? Are there ſo many Vir- 
tues that God would have us Adorn our fetves 
with, and ſo many Errors that we muſt aban- 
don, and guard our Heart and our Life againſt 
with all Diligence, how muck Time then have 
we employ'd to gain the one, or baniſh the 0- 
ther ? Let us ask our own Hearts what one 
Virtue it is we are entirely in: Poſſeſfion of, 'what 
one. Yxe it is, that we have perfettly rid our 
Selves of ? Has all the Time we have employ'd, 
as we ought, not made us Maſter of any one 
Virtue; nor fo much as Conqueror over any one 
Vice, and'can we think we have enough of 

2 Time, 


x6 


_ Of the Improvement of Time. 


—__ 


A—— 


ſince it we. loo 


Time, and to ſpare, which we may employ as 
our: ſelves. pleafe ? If all the Time that ſome of 
us have been in this World, (and how much 
has that been ! ) has not yet taught them one 
line, as I may ſay, of this large Leſſon, what 
time, how many hundreds. of Years would be 


neceſſary to teach ſuch their whole Duty in ? 


This Conſideration therefore ſhould awaken 
us all, ſhould prompt us to Diligence and In- 
duſtry in our. Chriſtian Duty, ſince there is 
no Danger of our Times being too long for the 
Learning and Practice of ' our Duty, - but too 
much Reaſon to fear that it may prove too 
ſhort; eſpecially if we remember the ſecond Rea- 
{on for this our Care, viz. 


2ly- How many Impediments He will meet 
with: in his diſcharge of it. 


If our Task be large enough for our whole 


Time, as I have, already proved, what Appre- 


henſfions ſhould it cauſe 1n us to conſider. how 
much of that Tume ( which was all but nece{- 


lary and little. enough ) is raviſhed from us by 


our neceſſary Occaſions, how much more is ſto- 
len from it by our Sins and our Folly ? Our 
Life 1s very oP called in Scripture'a Warfare, 
about us, and conſider how 

much 
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much we have to do, and what great Difficul- 
ties 'we have to ſtruggle through, it would 
make the 'ſtouteit Heart to Deſpond, but for 
the Grace of God, that will ſtrengthen and aſ- 
ſiſt us, but for the Reward that will ſo glori- 
ouſly Crown us: after our Succeſs in the Con- 
Alias we ſhall be engag'd in here below. 


God has-not been ſo liberal to us in the Term 
of our Lives, that we ſhould be ſo laviſh, and 
{quander away ſuch large Portions of it. What 
a great ſhare of our Time does Neceſlity force 
from us ? /'Our Sleep does almoſt cut our Life 
in two,' and take an equal part ; _ the fatisfy- 
ing of thoſe daily returning Wants of Food and 
Nouriſhment does take up at leaſt a third part 
of what remains ; - and for the reſt, how much 
does lawful Recreation take for its ſhare, how 
much does want of Health, or- the Care of a 
weak and uneven ſtate of Health take alſo for 
its certain part ? | After ſuch a Diviſion one 
would think little could be left for worldly Con- 
cerns, and none at-all for other Matters, and 
yet we ſee how. much of their Time' does the 
Buſineſs 'and Employments of Mankind require, 
how much. Care, and Time, and Diligence, is 
neceſlary to.-procure.but. a tolerable: Subſiſtance 
for the tar:greateſt part in the World: Indeed 


this Time 1s all ſpar'd to: them who have theſe 
things 
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things left to. their | Hands, : that | are born to 
large Eſtates, and have. no occation to: ſpend 
any of their Time this way ; but then alas, Ex- 
perience ſhews us, that too many of theſe who 
have ſo much more Fime to ſpare than others, 
do generally. make the leaft and worſt: Uſe of 
it, Not only: our own Afﬀairs,  but-thofe of Re- 
lations and of Friends, nay, of meer Strangers, 
{wallow up great part of our Time, and would 
{pend us more of it, if Nature and Neceſſity 
woukd but give: leave, 


Let us then. conipute our Time, and fee what 
can remain, when Sleep and Nouriſhment, and 
Recreation and Health, and Bulſinefs, have car- 
ried off ſuch large Shares, have we ſuch a migh- 
ty Portion left for that our Great: Work, for 
the taking Care of our Latt and Greateit Con- 
cern ?.- Would we' but' reflect a while' on - this 
account, it. would make us bluth, and: be hear- 
tily atham'd for all the Time we have ever miſ- 
pent in Sin and Folly ; for theſe alas, crowd 
to the account'of Impediments, and make too 
too great.'a_ Figure there, :t -Wwe . want 
no ſuch 'Hindrances. One w think Men 
could have no leaſure for the Service of theſe, 
that thew manifald Buſinefts. would have kept 


- them: always. ont of harms way; if we dad-nor, 


r0- aur Sorraw fee,, that t Men do ſo: of- 
ten 
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ten complain that their Buſineſs takes up theit 
whole Time, - that they can get no part of the 
day to employ as 'they willingly ſhould, and 
own they ought, ih Holy Duties, yet that they 
can and will rob their Buſineſs to ſpend upon 
their Luſts and Pleaſures ; That they will bor- 
row for a Boon Companion, for a Wanton 
Harlot, or a Drunken Club, though they will 
not for Religious Matters, Reading good Books, 
or to dedicate it either to the Publick or Private 
Worſhip of their God. 


-1Are noc theſe ther 'Hindratices big ettough Tt 
our - Grezy: Work, which out Netefhities ahd 
our Buſineſs give us? What mit we ſay thett 
when Wickedneſs comes in for a ſhare, and 
robs us moſt of all, © whert it's ' {Onterit with no. 
mean ſhare, but inſintates'thore and more, til 
all other Care is quite laid aſide, and it engrol- 
fes our. whole [Fire ? Should fiot this petluzde 
5, it not teach 4s; *that Ance tHe Buſl- 
yy rn great for whith wewere brotghr 
into his: orld, and rhe Tire fo uticertattt 

that we 'have-to finiſh it in © that want of 
Tine will not'paſs for Excuſe in the other 
Wotldz/ whes'6uy-Sins © attd 'ottr Luſts have 
fquander'd ſo nwich of t hee; tht fince God 
has fo:formr'd our Nature dad onr'T ; that 
z great part of 'our Tithe woft cettainly _ 
ploy” 
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ploy'd in the Care of theſe, and a great deal 
more of it may. be; ſnatch'd 'from us by -Sick- 
neſs or uncertain; Health ; we: ſhould never for- 
get to. employ well that "Time which we can 
only., call our own, to emprove: all- thoſe Sea- 
ſons, and Opportunities which God: vouchſaftes, 
and, Time. does reach out: to us, to.all:the great 
wit good Purpoles for which;our Lord:did place 
us: Neve; f 101-1194 


" But alas, we forget all. this, we do not only 
forget that our Work is ſo great, and that the 
Impediments we, mea; with: in this; our Four- 


e z 


ney. are. {o' many, .but;which. is altogether "as 
unhappy, we forget in the Third place, | 


..3!y. How ſhort. the. Time of our;-Sojourning 
here in this World mult be.” | 


t has. been-an oldand «great Complaint of 
Sh e, and if when the 


RETREATS ETC. 


it. is lometime;in (grows 
ing 


wW 
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ing up, yet ſoon fades, is withered and gotie; 
and 43.-if this was not ſufficient to Convince 
us: of the Shortneſs ard Vanity of our Lives, 
the Sctiptute has Sg fit to deſcend, atid 
make ever! a Vapour ati a Shadow tfte Embtettis 
of our thorr and fading Time, and to uſe them 
oftert as the fitrefſt Emblems to expreſs it by. 
Job's Friend' pkads- this it! excuſe for his Ip- 
tofares, ard it will ferve for the reft of Man- 
kind, Job 8. 9. For we are p50 of Tefterday, and 
tnow bay wigs owr days ton Earth ave 
4 Shadowv : imſelf cortchudes this as the 
common Lot to _ #0, that we 4te but of few 
days, art which is more Utth py, that 
26 full of Tronble; That Mar —_ 
 infledd } 1Ube & Flower, but i cnt down; that he job 14. 
forth alſo tas 4 Shadow, ahd contimies wot. 


And the farfie Senſe have the wiſet part ,of 
che Hewthett World| trad of the Condition of 
Mamkind; thit His Life is very ſhort, too ſoft 
if theit ar for {0 an i Wilt 2 
Creaturs: have cottpat*d4t tox 'tnett Point, 
ey itl wHt- is the longelt Life tote to 
the duy's of Et They taye latlytt 
the di? is Tatts Feint thto {9 rtrarry Te 
dad] meF of 46-#t Mankind, for 
»ey! ee Att 46cs it fern 
fie 40-88) 11"? A RE TORE Ro a 

rne 
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the Years we have lived hitherto, how wonder. 
fully ſhort and inconſiderable does it appear to 
us? How little a Time is it, think we all, 


 fince -we were Children, ſince we came abroad 


into the World? It's all gone as ſwiftly as a 
Shadow, and is vaniſh'd as if it had 'been re- 
ally but a Vapour. The Time preſent of our 
Lite, which is all that we can juſtly call the 
time of Life, how fleeting and. uncertain is it 


alſo, and how haſty to. be gone? How little 


will it ftay for us? It does not wait our lei- 
ſure, nor can attend till we'll be pleaſed to em- 
ploy it to its juſt and proper uſe: We ma 

call it our own indeed, and it's all we can call 
{o; but then it will not for all that be at our 
Command, there is another Lord over it . as 
well as us, that will .not let it wait for us, nor 
ſtay for our Appointments. And if our pre- 
ſent time of Lite be ſo very little in our Power, 


- what ſhall we ſay concerging that part of it, 


which is not yet in View, but wholly in the 
Hands of God, and known only to, him,  whe- 
ther -we..ſhall ſee .it ever, at-all ? . This is the 
State of Human Life, and: can' this | deſerve to 
be thought otherwiſe of than as very ſhort and 
very. uncertain ? We get through indeed a great 
many "Months. and, Years, ſpme a very. great 
many ; but then, if we take a Stand; and. logk 
back, . it appears; nothing, is. as 1nviſible. as,,the 

Morrow 
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Morrow to us all, as the day that is not yet in 
Being. 


This is God's fatal and irreverſible Decree 
upon us ; it is not only appointed tor us all to 
Die, but to die ſoon, after a few years of La- 
bour and Sorrow here :- We begin the World as 
if we knew all this before we came out of 
the Womb; we Lament betimes as it were 
our. hard Fate, that we muſt live ſo few Years 
here, and' thoſe too not Happily : As ſoon as 
we-are born, we draw-to our End, and ſome 
indeed do end as ſoon as they have begun; 
they enter the Stage of this World indeed , 
but like Mutes, they have no other part there 
but to be Seen, and then' immediately are car- 
ried - off; fome ſtay longer indeed- upon it, 
but there -are too few that ſtay out the laſt 
Scene; their Generation is haſtned oft to make 
room for the next that is to come, and 
ſo the World does very quickly change all 
its Inhabitants, and in a ſhort ſpace of 
ch ,: ſhews- a perfectly new Set of Faces 
TNEre, 


-. Are all things then in ſuch a changing con= 

dition 91s t-ſo diminutive a part of Time that 
we | are ſuffer'd. to: ſtay here before our Great 

Change? And is our Life it {elf ſo much ſhort- 
: D 2 er 
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ſhorter -in «Compariſon, - and. ſo uncertain, that 
when we are going to Sleep, the Cunningeſt 
Man ith? World cannot aflure us that we 
ſhall wake in this Life any more; that after 
we are /rien, we ſhall ever come into a Bed 
tc-take- our Reſt again ? Are 'all things, I fay, 
in ſuch a condition with' us, and can we' for- 
give our ſelves 'the miſpending all our preci- 
ons Time, or too great a: ſhare of it ? May 
we be beckon*d out, or -jwſtled' off our prefent 
Station fo very ſpon, and can-we 'tind 19 our 
Hearts to have done -nothing that became - us 
ether as Men or Chriſtians ? Have we bnt one 
day- of Life 'to do all our mighty Buſineſs in, 
and can we afford to ſtand it all out idle and 
gazing? This is Folly indeed , and what God 
will never forgive us, tho we are fo over-kind 
to-our ſelves. © Our Life ſpends as faſt, and our 
Hours 'run off as{wiftly while we are loytering 
and gazing/about' us, as when we are diligent at 
our proper Work. 


- Let us therefore, ſince we are certain to have 
but little of Time allotted to our ſhare, be 
carefal to ſpend all that little well ; let not 
Buſineſs, or Diverſion, or Friends, rob us too 
much, or fpend too-much of 'our {mall Stock; 
bur let us rather borrow from each of them 
all the Time we can to. Dedicate 'to compa 
0 
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of gur Great God, and to the; Saving of our Fm- 
mortal "Souls: But aboys all, let ys not ſuf 
fer Sinful Pleaſures to rob us alſo, If we do 
not keep ;dizetly on in our way without faint- 
ing' tcowerds our Journey's end, : et. .us not \for 
God's lake loſe our ſelves fo far 25 $9 turn quite 
back, and go direQ}y from it.; if we ſcarce 
beve Time-or Strength- to perform: this ,oyr 
Courſe. once, kt's not think of runging- it all 
twice over without Strength! or. Tine, We 
have. no-£ont City below, We: be- 
loag to another, which -we muſt meke all;our 
way iv get to with what ſpeed we-can, ſince 
we- bave but one Day to do & 4n, and when 
the Night: comes, we are ſure $0.,be wildred 
20d loſt and quite excluded. | _ 


Bur further, —_ 7 only - ro conſider 
how great our Work 1s, how many the Impe- 
dimes are, and how ſhort our Time to do all 
in muſt- be, but- this alſo ſhould add very mych 
ro our Care to refle(t, 


4'y- How much ſhorter the Miſpending.- 'of 
our Time does generally make it. | 


In 


- a_ 


———— 
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' Tn their worldly” Afﬀairs Men do always con- 
clude, that the'not Employing 'that Time to 
their chief Buſineſs for which it was allotted, 
1s generally a direct Miſpending of 'it, though 
it ſhould not: be' 'quite/loſt, but employ*d- about 
"Things that are ot leſs Concern : This 1s their 
Judgment about tle Matters that” concern this 


'World, that concern their Health or Eſtate here; 


but it is not in thoſe Spiritual Aﬀairs, ' that be- 
long to the Soul and another State- they can 


with Patience'enough ſuffer - the 'Time allotted 
to'thele Beſt Things to'be 'raviſhed from" them, 
without Noiſe; - or any of the? Paſſion with 


which they'are ſo Loud, when they are in- 
terrupted in their other Afﬀairs : It too' often 
proves a Grateful Diverſion -to; be -diſturb'd 
in their Care of theſe, and they can be ſo 


g00d-natur'd as not.only to forgive. others their 


raking from them that their” ſet- 'Time for Re- 
ligious Duties, but to forgive themſelves as eca- 
fily, when. they negle& them, even; upon, the 
molt frivolous Pretences. -But, theſe. Men real- 
ly are too too much good-natur'd, and it were 
Happy for them if they had a great deal leſs 
of this which they call Good Nature, and a 
great deat more of; that, ,-which the. World-will 
call Moroſe Incivility :!{ 16; would, really be 
much better, and much” more Happy for them 


Þby a little of This to ſecure and reſcue that Time 


where- 
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wherein they might make themſelyes everlaſt- 
ingly Bleſſed, than by the help of the Ozher to 
loſe their .Time,' and their Soul together. 


This is a Concern wherein the leaſt loſs is 
very dangerous, ſince the Stake 1s ſo very great, 
and therefore. no Care of ours can be too great 
for it. - We do not only loſe all that our'Time 
that is Miſpent on other. things than that.of our 
great Concern in this Life,” but our - Miſpend- 
ing does too. often prey upon our 'Time it 
ſelf, and cut that ſhorter : The Time we 
{quander. away in idle Speculations, or in things 
that are not Lirealy Sinful, will; whenever we 
come to our 1elves, be a Grief of Heart unto 
us; ſince, we.- ſhall then find and know, that 
we had- a. far; better Uſe to have employ'd it 
to : - But with ;what Heart ſhall we behold 
our ſelves, when we find that. all the Time 
we have ſpent in Sin, did. direQly tend tothe 
ſhortening : of our .days,:: asit} ever\.moſt | cer- 
tainly [did. ,. There are none of thoſe Sinful Plea- 
ſures, and [Driinken | Bouts, | there» is no Revel- 
ling, nor Wantonneſs,. but coſts the Man that 
is employ*d;therein, too much of his Life, and 
often, all'that is remaining, of, it. Without be- 
ing »Phyſician,. every: one; can fee. how } often 
Propſy-/and Gout. are: the Fruits:-6f Drunken- 
neſs,-'Conſumption and Pally; and: Diſeaſes = 
| t 
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fit to be nani'd; are” the” certaitt EffeRts of un 
lawful and Unchi Pleaſutes : Ned aty Man 
be told; -that theſe cut ſhote the' Tike of Man? 
The Sinner himſelf needs it leaſt of all, who 
kels't6 bis 260 / Cott, am) by dear Ex- 
perieace, the diſmat Truth of .it ; - 'Te Life 
that's :cark'd with. anxwous Cares: for rhe 


* Sing} Wealth, that-will- \fee 20 end, '/nor” dave 


all; who art dec 


t0-raſte- the ' Fruit, of 'a-its Carcy bas! vonrtres 
—_— and _ 17g ey — 
w OY urure Hopes 

tar ; far. from {caping 'free on ahis 
Aecount : And: there is. no orher_. Vice that 
Men allow themfelves' it, which tas not xhis 
Skill, and never fails, to ſhovted "the Lives of 


thok that are: fo bladly toad of it.- Bu #: theſe 


Sinners ſhouki. be 4 Diſcreet in their'' Folly, 
and Temperace as ic wore in theſe their Eg+ 
travigancics, a5 not 'to haften wo. foon thei? 
Einl by them; yerithis cag give them! bore ſraail 
Comfort, ſince God may be provek'd: by rl? 
Sins; i fit 4s tv eur: off The! Days, -atid 'ſhor: 
te (as: he ofter: has abr) (the Livres of all 
ſuch careleſs ard: bold Siatrrs':- And this _ 


lideration odght to: 'be nn : == 


ever» Care! may rears oc thorn apaind rs oa, 
or other Mews! Vicey:! it: cal db / 
them ayaitt rhe Vehgoance: of an CN ted 


God, 
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God, , which _T mils uy aim, "ov return 

again empty without accompliſhing that Judg- 

_ CIOS and Wicked "Men Ju 

God. has; appointed jt. And how often has he 
appointed: and . declar'd, that they who make 

= worſt uſe of. Time, ſhall have the leaſt 

ſhare of \it to Miſpend ; that he will cut off 

half the days of the Wicked, and haſten them 

off the Stage of this World to Judgment, who 

of all; Men Living -are .the - leaſt- prepar'd ,-for 

it? It is Employing our, Time well; and the 

Fear of our God that will prolong our days, 

but for the Years of the Wicked, Fic has de- Prov. 10. 
clar'd, That they ſhall be. ſhorten'd. The Candle 27- 

of the Wicked is often loon put out; and when Job 21-27 
Men. begin too: ſoon, when they, ſet. up. for” © 
Atheiſtical  Debauchees in the Bloom of their 
Years, God's. Judgment can be_as quick with 
them, and not only ſhorten the days of. their 
Youth ; it ſelf, but cover them (and their Me- 
mory allo.) with Shame and Diſgrace. _ ;.. 


able Necellity, they... Jay.; upon, us.1toj; þe., very 
Rrict in the, {mproyemmeat of .qur Time, ſiace 


it..is by the Bene 
— E do 
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do any part of our greateſt Work im this 
World. Can we ſuffer our ſelves. to be ruſt- 
ed with - Idlenelſs; -or worn- out | in - the - Ser- 


vice of Sin and Luſts, - who- haye no 'lefs 4 


Work on ' our Hands - than -the gaining Hea- 
ven ? Let us up and be doing, ſince if we 
Faint, we ſhall get nothing but- what 'we 
ſhall for ever after with we had eſcaped ; but 
if we Faint not,' we ſhall be ſecure of an' ex- 
ceeding: peat Reward; ' which will infinitely 
{urpaſs all the Pains that we can ever take to 
obtain it. 


We. know that our Work is. great, we ſee 
that our Hindrances .and Impediments are too 
many, and we cannot but feel, that the. Time 
of onr Sojourning here muft nat be lon 
What Time can we have for the” Service of 
Sin, who have not enough for qur lawful: Con- 
cerns, but eſpecially for our greateſt Work ? 
And yet we can rob from theſe 't6 fpend upon 
our Luſts, which do not only Miſpend, , but 
ſhorten our "Time, - which do _— give 
us norhing for it, - but do moſt wickedly Toh 
us alſo of That wherem we might have made 
fome amends ts God for 'owur paſt Follies. © Byt 
above-kll/ lets us" bk "up't6' this” -Judgmeant; 
which is fo Be 't9 overtakes 1 "Sim, 

and 
often» 


- 


and cut off iour- Life for our Wickednef, 


— Yw—_—_— _- WCC - 
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oftentimes 1n the very ACt of it. Awake then, 
O thou who {leepeft, Awake to Righteouſneſs, 
and give thy Strength and thy Time'to God ; 
let him only; have the continual Service of it, 
who will fo abundantly reward it. 


T cannot enter upon the next Particular, which 
was to ſhew, How much move \ Reaſon we 
have to _ our ls. and to ere rn 
Diligence, when we have loſt any great ſhare 
of 4 I have already cſaſt 4 ; Patt- 
ence too far, and I hope I need add no more 
to Convince us how great a Concern we all 

to- have for our. Precious Tume 3 if what 
I have already ſaid does not, I deſpair of be- 
ing able to urge any thing further that can 
teach us this Wile Leſſon. Let us Refle& 
then with Care on all theſe Reaſons, and fince 
ſo much of Time flips from us Uſeleſs, let 
us be carefu} of the ek, that while it is called 
Day, and we have Time, we- may+be employ'd 
about our Maſter's Buſineſs, and when he calls 
us hence, we may be found at it. But for all 
that Time which we have loſt, and 1s irre- 
coverably gone, Let us go to the Bleſſed Je- 
ſus, that moſt Merciful Saviour, Let us caſt our 
felves -at--his Feet, and. with Contrite Hearts 
bewail the Loſs and the Abuſe of our palt 


Time, and beg of Him, that He would paſs 
over 
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over” the Follies of -our Child-hood, that He 
would not remember the. Sins of our Youth, 
nor ' the more grievous 'Tranſgrefſions of our 
Riper Years, but would :Forgive us' all that - is 
pait, and grant 'us  his/Grace, that we may 
all of us henceforth Serve and Pleaſe Him in 
Newnelſs of Life, to-: His Glory, -and our Sal- 


* 


